RASPBERRY-----RATEL.

Raspberry, the fruit of the well-known
shrubby plant Rubus Idceus, natural order
Rosaceee, and the plant itself, which is of
the same genus as the bramble or black-
berry, dewberry, and cloudberry. It is a
native of Britain and most of Europe as well
as Asia. Species are also found in America.
Several varieties are cultivated, either red,
flesh-coloured, or yellow. Raspberries are
much used in cookery and confectionery, and
the juice, mixed with a certain portion of
sugar and brandy, constitutes the liquor
called raspberry brandy. Raspberry Vine-
gar, a refreshing summer beverage and cool-
ing drink for invalids, is composed of rasp-
berry juice, vinegar, and sugar.

Basse (Viverra Malaccensia], a carnivor-
ous quadruped, closely allied to the civet,
spread over a great extent of Asia, includ-
ing Java, various parts of India, Singapore,
Nepal, and other localities. Its perfume,
which is secreted in a double pouch like that
of the civet, is much valued by the Ja-
vanese. For its sake the animal is often
kept in captivity. It is savage and irritable,
and can inflict a very severe bite.

Rastadt, or RASTATT, a town in the
grand-duchy of Baden, on the river Murg,
about 15 miles south-west from Carlsruhe.
Its only notable building is the old castle of
the Margraves of Baden. Rastadt was
formerly a fortress of considerable impor-
tance, but its fortifications were levelled
in 1892. Pop. 13,268.

Rat, one of the rodent mammalia, form-
ing a typical example of the family Muridae
or mice. The best known species are the
(so-called) Norway or brown rat (Mus decu-
manus), and the true English or black rat
(Mus rattus). The brown rat grows to
about 9 inches in length, has a shorter tail
than the other, small ears, is of a brownish
colour above and white below, and is alto-
gether a much larger and stronger animal.
Supposed to have belonged originally to
India and China, it only became known in
Europe about the middle of the 18th cen-
tury; but it is now found in almost every
part of the habitable globe, and where it has
found a footing the black rat has disap-
peared. It is a voracious omnivorous animal,
swims readily in water, breeds four or five
times in the year, each brood numbering
about a dozen, and these again breed in
about six months. The black rat is usually
about 7 inches in length, has a sharper head
than the other, larger ears, and a much
longer tail. It is much less numerous than

the brown rat and more timid. To this
Mus rattus variety belongs the white rat,
which is sometimes kept as a household pet.
Various other animals are called rats. See
Kangaroo-rat, Mole-rat, Musk-rat, and Vole.

Rata, a New Zealand tree. See Metro-
sideros*

Ratafia (rat-a-fe'a), a fine spirituous
liquor flavoured with the kernels of several
kinds of fruits, particularly of cherries, apri-
cots, and peaches. Ratafia, in France, is
the generic name of liqueurs compounded
with alcohol, sugar, and the odoriferous and
flavouring principles of plants.

Ratan'.   See Rattan Canes.

Rat'any (Krameria triandra), a shrubby
plant found in Peru and Bolivia, having an.
excessively astringent root. It is sometimes
used as an astringent medicine in checking
bloody or mucous discharges, weakness of
the digestive organs, and even in putrid
fevers. It has silver-gray foliage and pretty
red starlike flowers. Written also Rliatany.

Ratchet, an arm or piece of mechanism
one extremity of which abuts against the
teeth of a ratchet-wheel; called also a click,
pawl, or detent. If employed to move the
wheel it is called a pallet. See next article.

Ratchet-wheel, a wheel with pointed and
angular teeth, against which a ratchet abuts,
used either for converting a reciprocating
into a rotatory motion on the shaft to which
it is fixed, or for admit-
ting of circular motion in
one direction only, as in
a winch, a capstan, &c.
For both purposes an''
arrangement is employed
similar to that shown in
the figure, in which a is
the ratchet-wheel, 1 a re-
ciprocating lever, to the
end of which is jointed
the small ratchet or pallet
c. This ratchet, when the
lever is moved in one direction, slides over
the teeth, but in returning draws the wheel
with it. The other ratchet d permits of the
motion of the wheel in the direction of the
arrow; but opposes its movement in the other
direction.

Eatel', or HONEY-BADGER, a carnivorous
quadruped of the genus HeUMra, and of
the badger family, found chiefly in South
and East Africa, and in India. The Cape
or South African ratel (M. ratel) averages
about 3 feet in length, including the tail,
which measures 8 or 9 inches in length.
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